WALCOURT, August 25,1689

MARLBOROUGH

eight battalions of the French Guard, to carry the town of
Walcourt by assault. This was certainly a very difficult task
to undertake voluntarily. The defences of the town were
antiquated, and the walls had crumbled in several places. Still,
it stood upon a hill, was partly covered by a river, and was
girt about with a strong field army. Nevertheless, the French
made a most determined attack upon the town, and although
raked by Marlborough's flanking batteries from the eastern

heights as they approached,
they very nearly mastered its
defenders. Thes e were, how-
ever, reinforced by two bat-
talions under the English
Colonel Tollemache, Al-
though the French Guard
strove to burn the town
gates, and everywhere fought
with determination, they
could make no progress, and
the greensward around the
ramparts was strewn with
the bodies of five hundred
of their men. D'Humteres
saw himself forced to widen
the battle. He threw in his
whole army in an improvised
attack upon the allies' right,
which had by now been ex-
tended west of Walcourt. This was the moment for Waldeck's
counter-stroke. At six o'clock Slangenberg led the Dutch
infantry forward from the western side. Simultaneously
Marlborough attacked from the eastern side of the town.
Placing himself at the head of the Life Guards and Blues, and
supported by two English regiments, he charged upon the
French right flank, inflicting very grave injuries upon the
troops already unduly tried. The French cavalry was not
only numerous, but was led by that same Villars of whom we
have heard twenty years before at the siege of Maestricht,
and whom we shall meet twenty years later at Malplaquet.
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